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MINING INDUSTRY — INJURY RISK PROFILES 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.05 pm]: I rise today to inform the 
house about a recent state government initiative to improve safety in the mining industry by improving our 
understanding of the injury risk profile. The Department of Mines and Petroleum has analysed 655 serious 
injuries reported by the mining industry during a six-month period from 1 July 2013 to 31 December 2013. This 
analysis follows on from DMP’s review of 52 fatal accidents in the mining industry between 2000 and 2012. The 
key objective of both reviews was to develop a better understanding of the injury risk profile of the state’s 
mining industry. These risk profiles have been compared to establish whether the hazards and causation factors 
identified from the recent serious injury data is consistent with the results of the fatal accident review. Both the 
serious injury review and the fatal accident review have independently identified that the three main hazards for 
all employees are falls from height, positioning oneself under an object or suspended load and crush injuries 
associated with machines and heavy components. The serious injury data was shown to be statistically consistent 
over a 10-year period and can be used to establish baseline standards for monitoring key performance indicators. 

DMP is encouraging companies to build on the information available and develop more comprehensive hazard 
profiles for their mines and employee activities. In particular, job and task analyses should focus attention on 
critical tasks and activities. DMP has been sharing the results of the reviews with key representative groups in 
Perth and regional centres. In addition, targeted presentations have been made at Nifty, Woodie Woodie and 
Telfer, the three mine sites in the Pilbara at which fatal accidents have occurred this year. 

A report detailing the results of the serious injury analysis will be published on the DMP website and hard copies 
will be posted to all registered mine managers, safety and health managers and representatives. Copies of the 
report will also be distributed during DMP’s Mines Safety Roadshow in October and through DMP’s regional 
offices. The safety analysis report will be an extremely valuable resource for everyone involved in 
Western Australia’s mining industry to identify critical tasks and activities onsite and to take action to reduce 
risks and hazards. I commend DMP for its work in producing this important report. 
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